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RAF  Elsham Wolds 
 Association 

Looking to the future, remembering the past 

News Archive 2019/ 2020 
(For Current Updates, please refer to Latest News) 

This page will be progressively updated with items as they cease to be relevant. 
 

2020 Items 
 
Note: A few items that remain current are still available on the website ‘News’ page. 
 
Newsletter 62 
With the exception of those to European Members, all copies of the Winter Newsletter have 
now been despatched after a delay due to postal difficulties. Those to UK Members were 
posted slightly earlier and should be received before Christmas. Advance copies have been 
sent electronically to all those overseas for whom we have an e-mail address.  

Any non-members wishing a sample copy are requested to contact: - 
Editor@elshamwolds.org.uk  Added 23 December 2020 
 
Contributions to Remembrance 
Throughout the summer, our former Association Secretary and c.30 other volunteers 
knitted and stitched poppies onto netting (camouflage variety, supplied by the Yorkshire 
Regiment) for their local church. Various shades of red wool were used, according to what 
was available. Poppies of other hues were also added in acknowledgement of other forms of 
Remembrance - white for all war victims, including civilians, and future peace; purple, 
remembering the service of animals in wartime and black poppies emphasising the 
contribution of black, African and Caribbean communities' to the war effort. 

It was intended to hang the netting, with its hundreds of poppies, from the tower to mark 
November Remembrance but sadly, given the blustery autumnal weather prevailing, it was 
decided to drape the poppies inside the church. Unfortunately, only those permitted entry 
for solitary prayer were able to view this magnficent effort. 

In Barrie, Ontario, member and RCAF veteran, Bill Sergeant organised virtual speeches at 
several schools, distributed poppy donation boxes, participated in associated advertising 
and arranged for churches in the town to ring their bells 75 times at 11:00 on 11 November. 

Bill had also planned on visiting a local Secondary School for the sixth time, to tell students 
about Remembrance Day and what it means to Veterans. Unfortunately, Covid restrictions 
prevented this, so he recorded his speech for broadcast. 
Added 23 November 2020 
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November Remembrance Observed 
As noted previously (see News Archive), We were unable to hold a November Service this 
year, however, several Members contributed to or participated in acts of Remembrance, 
often of a more personal nature - See Item above, added 23 November. On Remembrance 
Sunday, 8th November, the RAF Ensign was raised and poppy wreathes placed by the cairn 
in the Memorial Garden, at 11.00 am, on behalf of the membership. 

Three days later, on Armistice Day, it had been intended to hold a small ceremony with our 
President in attendance but, with the introduction of a (second) Lockdown, this was 
considered inappropriate. Two of the Association 'stalwarts' met at the Memorial in blustery 
and cold conditions and were joined by, appropriately distanced, Anglian Water personnel 
(two of whom were ex-servicemen, replete with medals). With the flag blowing stiffly, the 
Ode to Remembrance was recited and silence observed before a wreath laying, including 
one honouring all No.13 Base Squadrons on behalf of the President (who was 
simultaneously placing a personal wreath for 103 Squadron at his local village War 
Memorial). 
Corrected 8 January 2021 
 
Memorial Room 
Closure of the Memorial Room, announced earlier this year has been reviewed and remains 
in effect, due to a slightly worsening Covi-19 situation.  Added 6 November 2020 
 
November Remembrance Service 
It has been concluded that little will change with the current pandemic and associated 
advice over the coming weeks. Consequently, it is announced that the Church Service and 
Remembrance Ceremony, planned for Sunday 1 November, are cancelled. 
Added 10 September 2020 
 
Memorial Room 
Closure of the Memorial Room, announced earlier this year, remains in effect and is being 
reviewed, periodically.  Added 24 August 2020 
 
2020 Reunion Cancellation 
[Extract from Letter to Members] 
The Spring Newsletter advised that the Association would make a decision on whether to 
proceed with this year's Reunion, dependent on the course of the Coronavirus and 
associated Government advice. Regretfully, it’s now confirmed that the Reunion Weekend, 
scheduled for Saturday 29 and Sunday 30 August, will not take place. 

The measures likely to be required for any sort of event to proceed have been reviewed. It 
was concluded that, even if a gathering was permitted, these would be impractical to 
implement. The fact that some members may be ‘vulnerable’ or 'shielding’ was also 
considered. 

The practicalities of holding a Remembrance Event this November remain under review. It is 
anticipated a decision will be taken by early September and communicated shortly after.  

In closing, the Committee trust that you and your families have not been too badly affected 
by the continuing outbreak, as we look forward to the 2021 Reunion. All being well, this will 
mark the 80thAnniversary of RAF Elsham Wolds and planning will commence shortly. 
Amended 2 July 2020 
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New Appointments 
Former ground-crew member, Fred Spencer has accepted the role of President. Robin 
Lingard has also been appointed Honorary Vice President, in recognition of many years of 
unstinting work in curating the Memorial Room.  Added 1 July 2020 
 
Memorial Room Closure 
The Memorial Room has closed, due to the current health situation and will remain so until 
further notice.  Added 20 March 2020 
 
Margaret Bailey  
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of our dear President, Margaret 
Bailey. Further details will be included on the (Members) Announcements page.  
Added 18 March 2020  
 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR  
The Elsham Wolds Association wishes all website visitors a happy, healthy and successful 
2020. After resolving a number of technical issues, work is once again underway on 
transferring information to and formatting a new and revised website, which it is hoped to 
launch later this year. Added 8 January 2020  

 

NOTE: Little news other than routine announcements (now in the Members Area) 
posted in 2019. 

 

 


